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INTRODUCTION
In today’s fast-paced world, junk food has become a ubiqui-
tous part of children’s diets. From sugary snacks to greasy fast 
food, these indulgent treats often take center stage in many 
households. However, the increasing consumption of junk food 
among children is raising concerns about its detrimental ef-
fects on their body mass and overall health. In this article, we’ll 
explore the relationship between junk food consumption and 
children’s body mass and delve into the consequences of this 
alarming trend. Junk food, often characterized by its high lev-
els of sugar, salt, unhealthy fats, and low nutritional value, has 
proliferated in recent decades. It’s readily available, affordable, 
and often marketed aggressively towards children [1,2].

DESCRIPTION
Popular choices include sugary cereals, candy, chips, soda, fast 
food, and processed snacks. While occasional indulgence is not 
inherently harmful, the excessive and regular consumption of 
these foods is a cause for concern. The primary concern re-
garding junk food consumption in children is its contribution to 
unhealthy weight gain. Many junk foods are calorie-dense and 
low in satiety, making it easy for children to consume excess 
calories without feeling full. This energy surplus often leads to 
weight gain over time. As children continue to consume junk 
food regularly, they face an increased risk of obesity. Childhood 
obesity is a significant public health issue and can lead to a 
myriad of health problems, including type 2 diabetes, cardio-
vascular diseases, and joint problems. The high sugar content 
in junk food can lead to insulin resistance, a precursor to type 
2 diabetes. Insulin resistance disrupts the body’s ability to reg-
ulate blood sugar levels and can result in increased fat storage. 
Junk food consumption can lead to an unhealthy body compo-
sition, characterized by a high percentage of body fat and re-
duced muscle mass. This not only affects a child’s appearance 
but also their overall health. Junk food companies often target 
children with enticing advertisements, colorful packaging, and 
celebrity endorsements. These tactics make unhealthy prod-

ucts seem desirable and appealing to young consumers. Busy 
lifestyles and hectic schedules lead many families to opt for 
convenient, ready-to-eat junk food options. The accessibility of 
fast food and pre-packaged snacks makes it an easy choice for 
time-strapped parents. Children are influenced by their peers, 
and the prevalence of junk food in schools and social settings 
can encourage unhealthy eating habits. Junk food is designed 
to be addictive, often containing a combination of sugar, salt, 
and unhealthy fats that trigger the brain’s reward centers. This 
can lead to cravings and a preference for unhealthy options. 
The negative effects of junk food consumption extend beyond 
body mass [3,4].

CONCLUSION
Children who regularly indulge in these foods may also expe-
rience Junk food is typically low in essential nutrients, which 
can lead to nutritional deficiencies and hinder proper growth 
and development. Some studies suggest that diets high in junk 
food may impair cognitive function and hinder academic per-
formance. Excessive sugar and additives in junk food have been 
linked to behavioral issues, including hyperactivity and inatten-
tion in children. High sugar content in junk food can contrib-
ute to dental cavities and gum disease, leading to poor oral 
health. The relationship between junk food consumption and 
children’s body mass is a growing concern with far-reaching 
consequences for their health and well-being.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
None.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
The author declares there is no conflict of interest in publishing 
this article.

REFERENCES
1. Ferreira S (2018) Obesity and hypertension in children: A 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0870255118302841?via%3Dihub


Page 125
Williams R

Volume 08 • Issue 04 • 31

worldwide problem. Rev Port Cardiol 37(5): 433–434. 

2. Sabri M, Gheissari A, Mansourian M, Mohammadifard N, 
Sarrafzadegan N (2019) Essential hypertension in children, 
a growing worldwide problem. J Res Med Sci 24(1): 109 

3. Knai C, Suhrcke M, Lobstein T (2007) Obesity in Eastern Eu-
rope: An overview of its health and economic implications. 
Econ Hum Biol 5(3): 392–408. 

4. Gungor NK (2014) Overweight and obesity in children and 
adolescents. J Clin Res Pediatr Endocrinol 6(3): 129–143. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0870255118302841?via%3Dihub
https://journals.lww.com/jrms/fulltext/2019/24000/essential_hypertension_in_children,_a_growing.109.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/jrms/fulltext/2019/24000/essential_hypertension_in_children,_a_growing.109.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1570677X07000561
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1570677X07000561
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25241606/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25241606/

