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Brazil is one of the world’s mega-diverse countries 
respresenting 20% of the world’s flora. Among the six 

Brazilian biomes stand out the Amazon rain forest, Cerrado 
and Atlantic forest which provides a large variety of native 
species with unique sensory characteristics and a great 
nutritional, functional and economic potential comparable to 
the temperate climate fruits. They constitute an important 
innovation domain for the food, pharmaceutical and cosmetic 
industries, due to their wide variety of secondary metabolites 
and positive health effects as well as the market potential.  This 
lecture mention the panorama of the Brazilian fruticulture and 
some results of the screening of some native Brazilian fruits as 
novel sources of compounds of interest, such as antioxidant, 
antiproliferative and anti-inflammatory activities as well as 
inibition of apoptosis and toxicity.
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