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Designer drugs is an informal term for psychoactive drugs that were initially 
discovered through the research of, and experimentation upon, the structure 

and activity of existing psychoactive drugs. They are created in concealed 
locations and/or homemade labs. A designer drug generally mimics the effects 
of well-known drugs such as cocaine, morphine or cannabis, by using chemicals 
that are legally available on the market. The resulting drugs have similar effects 
to the well-known drugs, but their chemical structures are completely different. 
Designer drugs can be categorized to three major divisions: (synthetic stimulants) 
e.g Mephedrone , (synthetic cannabinoid) e.g. spice, (synthetic hallucinogen) e.g. 
foxy methoxy. Their effects are variable depending on the type of drug taken. The 
toxicological effects of those drugs are unpredictable owing to the diversity of 
the chemicals used and the contaminants which vary between the labs producing 
such substances.
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