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Plants and microbes depend on a dynamic set of interactions 
to thrive. Probing these biological relationships has led 

to the discovery of a new class of antibiotics called the 
platanosides, identified from the American Sycamore.  The 
antibiotics are potent inhibitors of MRSA and VRSA as well 
as VRE. The potential utility of these molecules in the control 
of drug resistance will be presented.  These represent a new 
class of antibiotics for the control of drug resistant Gram -/+ 
infectious diseases.  The ecological role of these molecules 
appears to be the control of key phytopathogenic diseases 
common in agriculture.
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