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Surgical management of vitiligo
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itiligo is a chronic disorder, primarily believed to be of autoimmune origin. The natural course of the disease is characterized

by periods of progression and remission, which remains unpredictable in spite of many advances in its pathogenesis and
treatment. Medical therapies are considered as first choice to treat all types of vitiligo. However, it is increasingly known and
documented that segmental vitiligo, lesions located on glabrous skin and with leukotrichia respond poorly to medical therapies.
Surgical methods are useful to restore pigment in such cases and are being used more often. Surgical methods can be divided
into tissue grafting such as punch graft, blister graft, and split thickness skin graft and cellular grafting which include cultured
and non-cultured cell transplantation. Noncultured melanocyte-keratinocyte transplantation (MKTP) has many advantages
over other methods and gives excellent cosmetic results in most of the treated cases. It is available only at select centers due to
regulatory issues and lack of training. In addition to vitiligo, post burn leukoderma, piebaldism, chemical leukoderma, halo
nevus were treated successfully with MKTP. The technique is being practiced for about 17 years at our center.
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