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I n an economy burdened by the constantly increasing scarce in oil and natural
gas and a planet already feeling the impact of fossil fuel driven climate
change, the renewable energy has to be part of the solution to strive against
these environmental strains. In fact, renewable energy underpins a climate-
friendly future. The world witnessed a great momentum for climate action,
culminating in historic and ambitious agreements to cut carbon emissions
and contain global warming by upping the share of renewable sources in
the energy mix, and particularly going further with solar and wind power.
Nevertheless, the argument for the development of renewable energy gets
challenged when the issue of social acceptance comes up. Indeed, while there
are ambitious government’ targets to increase renewable energy deployment,
public acceptance is recognized as an important barrier that holds back
the growth of renewable energy. This social controversy in the mainstream
public is, therefore, one of the different factors that determine a renewable
energy project success or failure. This implies that the opposition and support
for renewable energy is of a broader theoretical interest, as it raises larger
questions about how to involve citizens and local civil society when it comes
to the decisions to be made during the planning phase of a renewable energy
project. Hence, it is commonly assumed that civic participation is crucial to
foster the development of renewable energy.
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