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DESCRIPTION 
Periapical cysts, also known as periapical granulomas or radicu- 
lar cysts, are among the most common odontogenic cysts in the 
field of dentistry. These cysts can develop around the roots of 
teeth and may cause discomfort or pain for those affected. In this 
article, we will delve into the world of periapical cysts, explor- 
ing their causes, symptoms, diagnosis, and available treatment 
options. A periapical cyst is a pathological cavity filled with fluid 
or tissue that forms at the tip of a tooth’s root. These cysts usu- 
ally result from untreated dental infections, such as dental caries 
(cavities) or chronic periodontal (gum) disease. When bacteria 
penetrate the pulp chamber of a tooth and infect the surrounding 
tissues, the body’s immune response may trigger the formation 
of a cyst as it tries to contain the infection. The most common 
cause of periapical cysts is untreated dental infections. When 
bacteria penetrate the pulp chamber of a tooth through a cav- 
ity or crack, the infection can spread to the surrounding tissues, 
leading to cyst formation. Dental trauma, such as a severe injury 
to the tooth or a root fracture, can also trigger the formation of 
periapical cysts. In some cases, inadequate or failed root canal 
treatments can result in persistent infections, which may lead 
to cyst formation. Periapical cysts often develop slowly and may 
not exhibit noticeable symptoms in the early stages. However, as 
they grow in size, the following signs and symptoms may become 
apparent. Persistent, dull, or throbbing pain around the affected 
tooth is a common symptom. Swelling may occur in the gum tis- 
sue near the affected tooth, and in some cases, it can cause facial 
swelling. An abscess or a pimple-like bump on the gum near the 
affected tooth may be present, releasing pus when pressed. The 
affected tooth may become loose due to bone loss around its 
roots. Periapical cysts are often discovered during routine dental 
X-rays or radiographic examinations. The dentist will examine the 

affected tooth, check for signs of infection, and evaluate the pa- 
tient’s symptoms. X-rays or radiographs are crucial for confirming 
the presence of a periapical cyst, as they provide a clear view of 
the tooth roots and surrounding bone. In some cases, a small tis- 
sue sample may be taken through a biopsy to confirm the diagno- 
sis and rule out other dental conditions. The primary goal of peri- 
apical cyst treatment is to eliminate the infection and remove the 
cyst. Treatment options may include, If the tooth can be saved, a 
root canal procedure may be performed to remove the infected 
pulp and clean the root canals thoroughly. In cases where the 
tooth is severely damaged or cannot be saved, extraction may 
be necessary. This is followed by removal of the cyst. Surgical re- 
moval of the cyst may be required in some cases. This procedure 
involves making an incision in the gum tissue, removing the cyst,  
and thoroughly cleaning the affected area. Antibiotics or other 
medications may be prescribed to control infection and manage 
pain. Periapical cysts are a common dental issue that can cause 
discomfort and potentially lead to complications if left untreat- 
ed. Timely diagnosis and appropriate treatment are essential for 
managing these cysts effectively. Regular dental check-ups and 
good oral hygiene practices can help prevent dental infections 
that can lead to the development of periapical cysts, emphasiz- 
ing the importance of proactive dental care in maintaining oral 
health. If you suspect you have a periapical cyst or are experi- 
encing any of the symptoms mentioned, consult your dentist 
promptly to determine the best course of action. 
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