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DESCRIPTION
A needle biopsy is a medical procedure used to obtain tissue or 
fluid samples from the body for diagnostic purposes. It is a min-
imally invasive technique that allows healthcare professionals 
to gather crucial information about the nature of a lump, mass, 
or abnormal area in the body without resorting to more inva-
sive procedures. This article delves into the intricacies of nee-
dle biopsy, its types, applications, and the significance it holds 
in modern medicine. A needle biopsy involves the insertion 
of a thin needle into the targeted area of the body to extract 
a small tissue or fluid sample. This sample is then examined 
under a microscope by a pathologist to determine the pres-
ence, nature, and extent of any abnormalities, such as cancer 
or other diseases. The procedure is typically guided by imag-
ing techniques like ultrasound, X-ray, or computed tomography 
(CT) scan to ensure precision and accuracy. There are several 
types of needle biopsy, each suitable for specific situations and 
anatomical locations: FNA involves using a thin, hollow needle 
to extract a small sample of cells or fluid from a lump or mass. 
This type of biopsy is often used to diagnose cysts, thyroid nod-
ules, or lymph nodes. CNB employs a larger, hollow needle to 
remove a core of tissue from the affected area. This technique 
allows for a more substantial tissue sample, providing a better 
understanding of the tissue architecture and the nature of any 
abnormalities. This technique uses a vacuum-powered device 
to collect multiple tissue samples during a single insertion of 
the needle. It is particularly useful for diagnosing breast abnor-
malities. Image-guided biopsy employs imaging techniques like 
ultrasound, X-ray, or CT scan to precisely guide the needle to 
the targeted area, ensuring accurate sample collection. Nee-
dle biopsy is a vital tool in diagnosing various medical condi-
tions. Some common applications include: Needle biopsy is 

instrumental in the diagnosis and staging of cancers, enabling 
oncologists to plan appropriate treatment strategies. It helps 
in assessing irregularities such as lumps, masses, or lesions in 
various organs like the breast, liver, lung, prostate, and thy-
roid. Needle biopsy can aid in diagnosing infectious conditions 
by collecting tissue samples for analysis and identification of 
pathogens. Needle biopsies performed at different stages of a 
disease provide valuable insights into disease progression and 
response to treatment. Needle biopsy offers several advantag-
es, including: Needle biopsy is less invasive than surgical pro-
cedures, reducing trauma and recovery time for the patient. 
Guided by imaging, needle biopsy offers high precision and 
accuracy in targeting the affected area, resulting in reliable 
diagnostic information. Early detection of diseases like cancer 
through needle biopsy facilitates timely intervention and im-
proves treatment outcomes. Needle biopsy is generally more 
cost-effective than surgical biopsies, making it a preferred 
choice for both patients and healthcare systems. Needle biopsy 
has revolutionized the field of diagnostic medicine by offering 
a less invasive yet highly accurate method for obtaining tissue 
and fluid samples. Its applications in cancer diagnosis, disease 
monitoring, and assessment of tissue abnormalities are crucial 
in providing patients with prompt and appropriate medical 
care. As technology continues to advance, needle biopsy pro-
cedures are becoming even more refined and reliable, further 
enhancing their role in modern healthcare.
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