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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed to compare the spiritugdligence between the three groups of sightlesth httle
eyesight and normal people. Since this researchpaoes the spiritual intelligence between the thgeeups of
sightless, with little eyesight and normal peojite, method of data collection is descriptive, andamparative —
causal method was used. Research population wathallsightless, with little eyesight and normal vensity
students in Tehran. Among these, 63 students veteeted separately, and from each group 21 studeets
chosen out using convenient sampling method. Tdeised in this research for data collection waslaspiritual
intelligence questionnaire. ANOVA Variance analys&és used to test the research hypothesis and atzdysis.
The results of data analysis showed that thereotssignificant difference between the spirituakltigence index
and all its sub-scales e.g. transcendental selfarawess, spiritual experiences, patience and femgdss with the
three groups of sightless, with little eyesight awedmal university students. It seems the long peaple lived with
disability to reinforce Spirituality, being in theuth and adult ages and being highly educatedritlze affective as
the factor of Spiritual Intelligence educationchin be concluded that the spiritual intelligencgakbility has been
responsible for their success and has built greguabilities to fight against the problems.
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INTRODUCTION

The intelligence is a word that not only has cdgeitneaning also it entered into common social word spite of
half century observation, any description and theomelation to intelligence has various deeplffedtences in this
regard. The related problem is that there is nosighYy definition subjected to the intelligence [4)Mhen
psychologists made tools for measuring the intefie and defined intelligence quotient or 1Q, meggearches
completed in relation to other factors of intellige to represent the degree of human success thars dut this
intelligence is not become so successful againspeaediction of these factors specifying the fawztttpeople spend
complex process for approaching to these succeBsesrding to the determination of these effectspoabable
aspects in personal success in various fields eflith, other different types of intelligence weappeared which
basically were different than psychologists comrmefithese can be pointed to the following choicesh sais
emotional intelligence, Spiritual intelligence aad on [14]. In recent years and along with appeatie new
paradigm in job setting, the concept of spiritugttlligence was paid attention after 2000. Thisnteology has
been made by Zohar & Marshals as a psychologigabamtion, physics, philosophy and religion whiskcalled in
a book by the title of Spiritual intelligence: Th&imate intelligence (2000). The scientists ofdamental issues
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believe that the spiritual intelligence (SQ) isyopbssessed to the man [14]. Generally, therevesechtegories in
this field: some considered the spiritual intellige as a collection of abilities defined as conmecspiritual
intelligence and others considered it as a newctstre of intelligence and spirituality combinatieovering the
psychological, biological, spirituality and religicogether [11]. The spiritual intelligence meanscadlection of
mental adaptive capacities which are stable omtaterial and superior facts aspects [8]. In anotieinition, the
spiritual intelligence is subjected to a collectimiabilities to achieve the values and spiritwedtéires as well [1].
Using the spiritual intelligence can lead to thevgh of someone to reach to valuable abilitiedet people face
different challenges to change him or herself al; wekind of capacity of confronting to difficuéts, observation,
attitudes towards the universe seeking to replyouar questions of the life [14]. The spiritual ifigeence is
appeared differently among the man [16]. It canpbetended that the spiritual intelligence is bed#ifgcted by
various personal differences; in other words, fited$ person to person; the reasons are that fhieuapintelligence
combines itself to cognitive and emotional intadliges as well and it has the same potentiallyualgito influence
on each other leading to the growth and person&nging issues [9]. Therefore, if the spiritual ildence is
combined to other form of the related intelligenitesan be concluded that the personal changedeaffected in
IQ and EQ levels [17]. So, spiritual intelligence affected by individual differences [12RAccording to the
mentioned definitions, in applied theory the ingghce is a phenomenon being measured by intelliggsts and
sophisticated behavior studies and it may be atiemppommon definition for the whole intelligencdsfinitions.
Since the blind people pass various growth ste@s tlsual ones, their experimental intelligence hdlve actually
some problematic issues. Eyesight is one of the’amassential sensations transferring important renmental
information to the person. In other words, it makbsut 90-95% of someone’s eyesight perceptionicBEg the
lack of this kind of sensory part can make somerdsd changes in someone’s life time discrimingtinis or her
growth issues [2]. Legally, a person is blind whegesight range is lower than 20.200 with 20 degaege; and
semi-blind person is subjected to the one whoseiglyeis 20.200 higher but the range is 20.70 loyi&).
Complete blind children have to learn their exparés with their blindness; in the other hand, tesof various
studies have shown that those parents whose patiegrbeing in a wrong function, they would takertichildren’s
opportunities out and try to punish their childragainst any failures and never try to show theemrway of
learning at all; in addition, verbal and non-vérthebates of parents make their children to acaepkpected topics
at their life which these never train them to appljficient emotional and excitement ability at ttie. These kinds
of treatments make a blind child to be aggresspeainst everything and hopeless in treating theallehges. If
these kinds of patterns left at the childhood tiriesan make destructive damages to their memtdl ghysical
health [5]. Generally, according to the importanééamily and social role in the growth of the sjpial intelligence
as well as the understanding of social problentsmaticapped people can influence on the intelligehence, the
researcher is seeking to find the fact that whetthisrprocess can effect on the spiritual intetice or no?. In other
words, whether any differences exist between kpiedple and normal ones?

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Since the present study has been carried out @&iaoelto compare the spiritual intelligence of threormal, blind
and low-sight people, it is a descriptive methoddata collection and an applied research in tevhtomparative-
analysis method. In the present study, the stedistommunity is including the whole students ohfiean Megacity
who were established at blind, low-sight and norgralups. It is carried out based on a random sagptiethod
due to their age, sex and education level; the eurobthe subjects would be 21 people.

Data collection tool:

The spiritual intelligence questionnaire

The questionnaire led by Naseri (2008) and disteithuamong 557 students of different colleges aaméd
Tabatabaiee University. He considered the fact thetmost attitudes and religion based commenhesgd people
are subjected to the religion of Islam, which tihencarried out the same questionnaire; the questimnbased on
many country’s cultural issues has been prepareal ¢orrelation-descriptive framework. In the defom of the
guestionnaire’s elements two references of Isldigioa and Holy Quran were applied along with otpeofessor’s
spiritual intelligence resources efficiently. Thaegtionnaire is including 97 questions composed @bllowing
elements:

Transcendental self awareness, spiritual experiensgpatience and forgiveness:

The validity and reliability of the questionnairashbeen measured by alpha Cronbach coefficient Ul88scale of
responding has also been carried out by Likert atethith 4 options as following: from always, oftearely and
never [9].
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Data analysis method:

In this section, the inferential and descriptivadfngs as well as analyses were passed out efficidn the
descriptive analysis, the central tendency indived distribution such as the mean, deviation weeasured. In
inferential methods, the obtained results wereiaggb evaluate the research hypotheses and rgcofi¢he same
results. In addition, the single multi-variancet tas used in this regard.

Table 1. Features of sample description at the stycf spiritual intelligence and the whole sub-scateof three groups

Sub-scale Groups N M St DeVf
Normal 21| 180.71 22.116
transcendentaelf- awareness Lowsight 21  172.19 22.487
Blind 21| 166.71 28.471
Total 63| 173.21 24.821
Normal 21 51.81 11.604
Spiritual experiences Lowsight 21  49.90 11.3715
Blind 21| 50.24 9.311
Total 63 50.65 10.670
Normal 21| 51.38 8.692
Patience Low sight 21 48.00 11.371
Blind 21| 51.19 8.710
Total 63 50.19 9.643
Normal 21 18.38 4.455
Forgiveness Lowsighf 21 19.38 4.307
Blind 21 18.81 4.423
Total 63| 18.86 4.344
Normal 21| 302.29 38.968
Spiritual experiences Lowsight 21  288.90 43.086
Blind 21 | 286.95 46.683
Total 63| 292.71 42.882

According the above-mentioned table, we have:

Self-awareness at three groups is as following.B0172.19 and 166.71, respectively. The spiritatlligence

experiments are 51.81, 49.90 and 50.24 respectatetiiree blind, low-sight and normal people. Tlaigmce of

spiritual intelligence at the same three groupS1is888, 48.00 and 51.19, respectively. The forgigena spiritual

intelligence is also 18.38, 19.38 and 18.81, respely. Finally, the spiritual intelligence of theegroups is 302.29,
288.90 and 286.95, respectively.

Table 2. The test of single variance analysis towsty the degree of spiritual intelligence scale anthe whole its scales at three groups

Sub-scale Square Sum DF Square F Sig
Mean

Within-Group | 2090.508 2 1045.254 1.737 .184
transcendentadelf- awareness  Inner-Group 36107.810 6 601.797

Total 38198.317 62

Within-Group | 43.460 2 21.730 .186 .831]
Spiritual experiences Inner-Group 7014.857 60 1146.9

Total 7058.317 62

Within-Group | 151.524 2 75.762 .810 450
Patience Inner-Group 5614.190 60 93.570

Total 5765.714 62

Within-Grou 10.571 2 5.286 274 762
Forgiveness Inner-Group | 1159.143 60 19.319

Total 1169.714 62

Within-Group | 2925.810 2 1462.905 .790 .45¢
Spiritual experiences Inner-Group 111085.0418 6 185

Total 114010.857 62

According the measured F in the table, to studydtfference of the element:

The self-awareness of spiritual intelligence at¢hgroups in 0.05 levels is not significant. (p88.1t (2&60)
=1.737). The experiences of spiritual intelligeratethree groups in 0.05 levels are not signific§pt0.831, t
(2&60) =0.186). The patience of spiritual at thigg@ups in 0.05 levels is not significant. (p=0.45q2 & 60)
=0.810). The forgiveness of spiritual intelligenaethree groups in 0.05 levels is not significgpt=0.762, t (2
&60)= 0.274). The spiritual intelligence at thresdated groups in 0.05 levels is not significant=q@58, t (2 &
60=0.790).
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

In the study and comparison between the elemenspidfual intelligence and the whole sub-scalethege blind,
low-sight and normal people, it is specified tHare are no any significant differences betweeretéments of the
groups. These results are coincident with the redfuBharifi (2000), but different with the resutt§ Biabangard
(2005), Kef (2002), lowenfeld (1978), Kar (1992hdaSwallow (1976). The results of Sharifi (2000paoeed the
fact that the lack of eyesight cannot influencettoa intelligence of normal people. Biabangard (J0€fows that
the social skills of students are significantly teetthat blind students. Kef (2002) in a study otial-mental
adaptation reported that the behavior problemsquéeitly at blind adolescents is related to theiv Iself esteem
and negative concept of the self as well as theaknsocial abilities. In addition, the social skigad to increase the
mental health. Lowenfeld (1978) believes that thek|of vision makes a blind person in a tensilesgues; of
course, there are other factors influencing onpeson’s character making the one susceptible toyrd&asters
[13]. Ker (1992) carried out the ability of blincde@ple’s mentality and concluded that these peopdedaabling
than their normal ones in terms of mentality apildsues. Swallow (1976) using Piadgests found that children
with visionary problems have little growth of pictumaking and figuration aspects than their nonpealple. In his
view, these children require their direct physiaall verbal interaction with adults to be able toogmize their
setting. In representation of this section, thatezl hypotheses should be noted that people wéih tlandicapped
living time can nurture their spiritual; functioas well. In other words, when a blind or low sigktson confronts
an event, he or she naturally has capacity to &awk challenge these events as well; in additioa, ganeral
capacities are getting potential at adulthoodshinfield of spiritual intelligence; the findings tife present study
can be represented the fact that the higher agds tha exploitation of abstractive capacities mlife. Moreover,
according to the difficulties of blind people hayim the continue of their life, it seems that disal people have
lower spiritual intelligence capacity and could meach to high levels; as a consequence, the galpéthe study
should be considered high potential disabled peapld for the reason it is expected that they care lragher
spiritual intelligence capacities; in addition, aating to the age conditions of these people, theyally pass
identity crisis at their life time so that thesendae discussable in compare to the problems ofikdimd low sight
people. The training courses that blind and lovintsfzrople percept during their education coursencake a great
challenging capacity and independent life for thesmwell. As a result, it seems that these traicimgrses can be
effective in optimizing their spiritual intelligeacabilities; in fact, the educations putting onsthgeople in the
recent years formally and informally have make @agiackground of spiritual capacities at thesepigedilso,
according to their educational situation and sosiatcess, it can be concluded that the spiritutlligence
capacities are evolved at these people becomiriggutential to confront their problem.
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