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Abstract:
The main aim of this study was to develop a simplified 
tool to assess sheep welfare from existing methods. For 
this reason, a survey was conducted in 8 Italian sheep 
farms (4 dairy farms and 4 meat farms), the encountered 
breeds were Merino, Sarda, and Lacaune. Nine indica-
tors concerning sheep welfare were selected according 
to scientific literature. They were chosen depending on 
their feasibility (Lean animals, Bad fleece condition, 
fleece dirtiness, skin lesions, docked tail, lameness, hoof 
overgrowth, access to pasture and mastitis) and were eval-
uated. Results showed that the average of leanness was 
26.98%. Bad fleece condition and fleece dirtiness were 
9.99 and 18.27%, respectively. A very small number of 
skin lesions have been observed (1.657%). The relevance 
given to the indicators showed that mastitis, leanness, 
and lameness were the three most worrying and unsolved 
problems, with respective scores of 83.75, 80 and 77.5%. 
This study suggests good feasibility and acceptance for 
use as an on-farm welfare indicator. 
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