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Abstract:
To evaluate and compare the efficacy of Cytarabine Arab-
inoside given subcutaneously (SQ) or as a constant rate 
infusion (CRI) for the treatment of Meningoence phalo-
myelitis of Unknown Etiology (MUE) in dogs.

Methods Used: Retrospective study of dogs diagnosed 
and treated at Auburn University College of Veterinary 
Medicine between 2011-2015 with MUE. The route of 
Cytarabine Arabinoside was compared using statistical 
analysis of survival time, breed predilection, age and sex 
at diagnosis, relapse of clinical signs, as well as remission 
length.

Results Summary: Survival time was affected by treat-
ment modality. There was a strong positive and signifi-
cant correlation with the number of 8-hr CRI treatments 
and survival time (r = 0.87, p = < 0.001) (Figure 1). The 
number of SQ treatments did not affect survival time (r 
= - 0.05, p = 0.819). These results can be seen in Figure 
1 below.

In conclusion, Overall, treatment of MUE has been an-
ecdotal at best. However, this current research has shown 
that Cytarabine Arabinoside administration as a CRI, 
over an 8-hour period, greatly increases the survival time 
when compared with subcutaneously administration.
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