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DESCRIPTION

Mental health is a critical aspect of overall well-being, yet
gender bias in healthcare often results in unequal treatment,
diagnosis, and care for individuals based on their gender.
Gender influences not only how people experience mental
health challenges but also how they are perceived and
treated when seeking help. Both men and women face unique
challenges when it comes to mental health, and
unfortunately, societal expectations and gender norms often
exacerbate these issues. Overcoming gender bias in mental
health care is essential to ensuring that all individuals,
regardless of gender, receive the support and treatment they
need. Gender bias often begins with how mental health
conditions are diagnosed. In many societies, mental health
issues in women are often viewed through a gendered lens,
leading to misdiagnosis or under diagnosis of their conditions.
For example, women are more likely to be diagnosed with
depression and anxiety, conditions that are stereotypically
associated with emotional or psychological vulnerability.
However, some of the symptoms of mental health disorders in
women may be dismissed as "hormonal" or "emotional,"
leading to inadequate treatment. For example, a woman
experiencing chronic fatigue, sadness, and trouble
concentrating may have her symptoms attributed to stress or
her role as a mother, rather than being recognized as a sign of
a serious mental health condition. On the other hand, men’s
mental health is often overlooked or misunderstood due to
cultural expectations that men should be strong, stoic, and
emotionally restrained. When men experience mental health
issues such as depression or anxiety, they may be less likely to
seek help or even acknowledge their symptoms because of
the stigma surrounding vulnerability. As a result, conditions
like depression may manifest in subtler ways in men, such as

frequently linked to mental health problems in traditional
healthcare settings. This can lead to delayed diagnoses,
improper treatment, and ultimately, worsening mental health.
Society’s expectations of how men and women should behave
contribute to the mental health disparities that exist between
genders. Women are often expected to be caregivers,
nurturing, and emotionally available, which can lead to
overwhelming feelings of stress, burnout, and anxiety. When
women do not meet these expectations or feel inadequate in
fulfilling them, they may experience a greater sense of
isolation and guilt, which can worsen mental health problems.
For men, societal norms about masculinity often discourage
them from expressing emotions or seeking help for mental
health issues. The idea that men should be independent,
strong, and unemotional leads many men to bottle up their
feelings, which can result in increased stress, depression, and
even suicidal ideation. Men are more likely to die by suicide
than women, often because they feel they have nowhere to
turn for support, or they fear being perceived as weak if they
seek help. Moreover, non-binary and transgender individuals
face distinct mental health challenges due to societal rejection,
discrimination, and a lack of understanding of their identities.
Transgender individuals, for example, may experience gender
dysphoria, anxiety, depression, and higher rates of substance
abuse due to the stress of navigating a world that often
invalidates their gender identity. Mental health services for
transgender and non-binary individuals are frequently
underdeveloped or inaccessible, contributing to mental health
disparities for these groups. Gender bias also impacts how
mental health professionals approach treatment. Historically,
mental health research has predominantly focused on male
subjects, leaving a significant gap in knowledge about how
mental health disorders affect women and other gender
minorities. As a result, many treatment protocols are designed

anger, irritability, or substance abuse, which are less with male patients in mind, which can be ineffective or
inappropriate for women.
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