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ABSTRACT

The library was once known as a place to go in search for information and knowledge, however, the introduction of
internet technology has greatly affected this fact. Global System of Mobile (GSM) communication through it internet
services is having impacts on Nigerian by enabling human connection and a wide variety of services right in our
living rooms and offices. Hence, this study aim at determining the extent lecturers of the College of Medicine of
Ambrose Alli University used GSM as a tool for information technology. This is a randomly sampling study
involving the use of questionnaire and face to face interview. The results showed that all the lecturers own at least a
phone and use it mostly in communication. Although 18/24 of the lecturer have browsing phones, only 7/18, 11/18
and 8/18 use socio networks, google (Research purposes) and Yahoomail respectively. Conclusively, the findings of
this study showed that lecturers use phonesin several social and educational based services. Base on the findings of
this study, the library can be used to pass information to her target (lecturers, researchers and students) via GSM
Sservices.
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INTRODUCTION

The library is a place entrusted with the acquisitiorganization, preservation, storage, retriewal dissemination
of information in whatever format it might appe@ignlokun and Salisu, 1993). With the arrival o @' century

Information Technology (IT), the live of these dgtiab of the library now puzzle researchers. Irt,fére shift to

reliance on online resources has alarms many idrsrand faculties (Fred and Van, 1998; Bonnie,8198s a

result, the role of the academic library has betjumane and several authors like Millson-Martulal daienon

(1995) and Kimberly and Gloria (2003) have raiseekesal questions such as: has the library becodieosaur?

Specifically, IT is any computer-based tool thatilftates the search, retrieval and disseminatibmi@rmation to
seekers, as well as support information processaggls of individuals, groups and organization (H28§2). To
Ehikhamenor (1993), IT is the acquisition, procegsistorage and dissemination of information by mseaf
computer, office machine and telecommunicationsweéieer, according to Akintunde (2004), Informationda
Communication Technology (ICT) is a terminology athihas overtaken information technology (IT) beeanfsits
appropriateness and relevance. According to hinilewhformation Technology (IT) focuses on the cartap,
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) emglbkes the use of technology for development, thus
focusing on the use of computer and other techimedoguch as telephones etc, to process, trandpansfer
voice/video and other data singularly or mixed uéhst interference.

No doubt the widespread interest in information @eghmunication technologies (ICTs) is a thing o "
century which according to Crede and Mansell (19883 crucially important for sustainable developmén fact,
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the significant changes witnessed in most develaweohtries for the past two decades are not witlhonhection
with ICTs (Thioune, 2003). These multi-dimensioohhnges have been observed in almost all aspetifs &6bm
economics, education, communication, politicalwal as health.

Of interest in this study is the mobile technolo@gll phone also known as Global Satellite Mobi&SM)

handsets). According to Nix et al. (2007), thers baen no technology so widely available to citizas mobile
technology in the history of the use of technololyy.support of this fact, it was announced in JRABO05 that
ownership of mobile devices had reached 2 billimnthe first time and was postulated that ownersiopld reach
3 billion as early as 2010 for a world populatidn6d billion (Ajagbe et al., 2011). In Nigeria alsthe story is
similar. Although GSM network was introduced in 20@ccording to Pyramid Research’s estimates, tingber of
mobile subscriptions in the country was roughly 782009, resulting in a mobile penetration ratet8%o of the
population (Pyramid Research, 2010). By implicatimobile services are readily in use by a signifigaroportion
of Nigeria’s population and will continue to posipid growth. This demonstrated that there is widkesg use of
mobile phone technologies as compared to the uperebnal computers across all walks of life

Etukudo (2009) emphasized further that in the $&sten years in Nigeria, people became more inclioea@rds

technology and mobile telephony as a burning exaroplthe influence of communication technology @ases of

human existence. GSM in the present have seveckhpas that are found to be predominantly usedebyple such
as telephone conversation, short messaging seryB®ES), voice messaging, multimedia messaging sesvi
(MMS), listen to music, videos and install gamesd énternet access which is of academic importaaod, this

depend on the capability of each mobile phone telclyy and services rendered. These applicationse haen

made possible through various developments in tbbiletelephone technology such as General PacidioR
Service (GPRS), Wireless Application Protocol (WABN the 3G standard. With regards to these snand

usage of GSM, Etukudo (2009) conclude that theofiseSM has been discovered to be of more positiflaénce

on human activities than of negative not mindinfg\w problems inherent as a result of service gualitsociated
with various service providers across countrieslandtions.

In line with the ongoing, this study aimed to intigates how much of the different technologies aedvices
provided by mobile phones are used by lecturershefCollege of Medicine of the Ambrose Alli Univiys
Ekpoma- Nigeria.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma, is the Edotetawn University in Nigeria. The College of Medtei of the
Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma, presently proviglervices for two faculties know as the faculty efsi& Medical
Sciences and faculty of Clinical Sciences. Howetteg, Faculty of Basic Medical Sciences is of reseanterest
and houses the Department of Human Anatomy, Huntgmsiélogy, Medical Biochemistry, Medical Laboratory
Sciences, and Nursing.

The study adopted a random sampling survey desgjnguquestionnaire and face to face interview. The
guestionnaire was designed to elicit informationrespondents' departments, number of phones armd tiypir
experience in using mobile phones, average experditon loading their phones, number of calls xexkiand
made per day, their awareness and use of the eaB&M services and awareness and use of IT protigeadobile
phones.

RESULTS AND DISCUSION

Lecturers from four departments participated in shaedy. Table 1 showed that the highest number [4df6
respondents was from the department of Human Plogsiovhile the Department of Nursing presented ld@sst.
The 24 lecturers who participated in the studyhalle at least a phone while 13 reported they hawe tihan one
phone. Nokia was the single most type of phone tieye and MTN was the most reported network. Theitfig
from this study shows that GSM is an important foolthe lecturers in the college of medicine. tc@dance with
this finding, Tella et al. (2007) reported that G8iss emerged as in integral essential part of whiare and life of
Nigerians as it had played a significant role inmoaunication. In accordance with the above findirgaikudo
(2009) observed in his study of usage and effeCtSSM in urban Lagos that there has been a tremendbift
from the conventional two-way verbal communicatioihtelephone to the recent GSM mobile communication
which has shown the impact technology has on huexastence. Kajumbula (2007) observed in his stutht t
students' access to mobile phone technology todng Righ and concluded that mobile phone presenisra
attractive option to easing communication betwéenstudents and the Department.
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Table 1. Respondents’ distribution and GSM type

ltems Variable Frequency

Human Anatomy 5
Human Physiology 9
Department of participants Medical Laboratory Sciences 7
Nursing Sciences 3

Total 24

1 11

Numbers of phones 2 9
3 4

4+ 0

Nokia 9

Phone make Samsung 5
Tecno 2

More than one type 8

MTN 11

Glo 3

Network used Airtel >
More than one 8

Table 2: Use of phone as information technology Hecturers of college of medicine

Uses of phone Varable Numbe

Browsing 18

Phone types Not browsing 6
Calculator 13
Date/calendar 21

Uses of phone Calls 24 (100%)
Text messages 18 (%)
Play game 4 (%)
Browsing 13 (%)
Socio networks 7/18

Type of browsing| Research purposes/google 11/18
Yahoo mail 8/18

Table 2 shows that among the 24 lecturers thaicg@ated in the study only 18 have phones that beothe

internet. In term of the uses of phone, all leatsigaid they use it for calls while 18 reportedythtso send text
messages with their phone. While 21 reported tih&y ase their phone to check time and date, 13tkaihad use
the calculator in their phone and 4 said they hag game on their phone. Furthermore, only 13 regbto use
their phone for browsing the net too. In line wille above findings, Etukudo (2009) emphasized ith&he last
seven years in Nigeria people became more inclioedrds technology and mobile telephony as a bgrakample
of the influence of communication technology onesaf human existence and highlighted a few of ttévities

that GSM can be used for among which are; you aewith friends, record events, listen to musitstall games,
academic applications, videos, transfer academit rmm-academic information, visit world wide weltulido

(2009) therefore conclude that GSM has been disedvi® be of more positive influence on human @etiv than

of negative not minding a few problems inherentaasesult of service quality associated with vari@esvice
providers across countries and locations.

The role of GSM in communication and IT is not uaainted. It was observed from this study thatuess of the
college of medicine, Ambrose Alli University, Ekpatruse their phone for communication such as (2di24) and

text messages (18/24). Indeed, text message kn@®wviSMS has been reported as a favourite means of
communication (Nonyongo et al., 2005; Mariano amdL2, 2004; Pabic, 2003).

In the case of browsing the internet, 7 lectureported to have use their phone for socio netwahile 8 said they
have use it to check their mail and 11 reportedstit for search purposes such as goggling. Tidniy is support
considering the fact by Nix et al (2007) that newethe history of the use of technology in edumathas there been
a technology so widely available to citizens as iealechnology. From Olatokun and Bodunwa (2006)lifags the
telecommunications revolution has become a vergifiignt aspect of the existence of man in the twdirst
century. The GSM however, as discovered from figdinf this study has been very useful in the sddmlof
lecturers. Also, this study has revealed that 8e2e@SM has a tremendous positive impact in theesw@dactivities
(such as browsing the internet) of lecturers ofdbiéect of Medicine, Ambrose Alli Univwesity, Niga.

LIBRARY AND LIBRARIAN IMPLICATION
Considering that the target of institutional libesrsuch as researchers, lecturers and studeatsiginly demanding
and dynamic in nature, libraries can satisfy tleistomers through GSM services. In this regardokra2005)
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suggested that academic libraries involved in tissainination of information should be deeply insézd in the
various infrastructure networks that serve as maj@nnels for the transmission of information, sashelephones
and telephone lines, cellular networks, cable tsiem and the internet. The widespread use of raophone
technologies as compared to the use of persongbutems across all walks of life is known and ths, library can
take advantage of it to meet the need of her custanin the view of Fatoki, (2005), there is aneshation in the
ease and possibility for university teachers, mneteas and students to locate what they need hanaigto
physically be in the library, through the intermeirld wide web (www).

The provision of information to target library coster may take various forms as seem elsewheréutiwis may
engage the library in services such as;

1.Delivery such information as examination resultsnasion status, course registrations to students.
2.Delivery such information as news, meetings andi@cgc calendar to students, faculty members arifl sta

In support of the above facts, Universities in thated Kingdom have engaged in the use of mobiénelogy to
provide campus wide information and various othémiaistrative services to staff and students thhroMgAP
services (Ajagbe et al., 2011). Also in suppotiim above fact, this may be a preferred way of canioation since
according to Kajumbula (2007) students' accessabilm phone technology is very high and therefbie mobile
phone presents a very attractive option to easingneunication between the students and the Depattmen

CONCLUSION

Conclusively, the findings of this study have shawat lecturers use their phones in several sacidleducational
based services. Also, the use of GSM as informatohnology is practise by lecturers of the Colle§®edicne,

Ambrose Alli University, Nigeria. However, the ldmy known for information dissemination is left ouBase on
the findings of this study couple with existing fand practises in other areas, institutional nayage institutional
libraries in information delivery since that whhetlibrary is known for.
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