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DESCRIPTION

End-of-life care in livestock management is a sensitive and
important aspect of ethical practices that requires careful
planning, skilled execution and consistent attention to animal
welfare. Unlike routine husbandry activities, decisions
regarding the final stages of an animal’s life involve assessing
both physical condition and overall well-being and they
demand thoughtful consideration of methods used to
minimize distress and discomfort. Ethical end-of-life care is
not limited to the act itself; it encompasses preparation,
handling and post-procedure processes to ensure that the
experience for animals is as humane and dignified as possible
[1]. Livestock may reach the end of life due to illness, injury,
old age or operational decisions related to production.
Regardless of the reason, ethical management prioritizes
reducing suffering. Pre-assessment is essential, including
evaluation of pain, mobility, appetite and responsiveness.
Animals showing severe or chronic discomfort may require
intervention sooner rather than later to prevent prolonged
distress. Determining the most appropriate method of
euthanasia or slaughter depends on species-specific
considerations, the facilities available and the training of
personnel. Procedures must be carried out swiftly and
accurately, using methods that are widely recognized as
humane, minimizing fear, pain and agitation [2]. Handling
during end-of-life care is equally critical. Calm, gentle and
predictable interaction helps prevent additional stress for
animals already in compromised states. Caretakers should
approach animals slowly, avoid sudden movements or loud
noises and maintain a reassuring presence. Maintaining social
groupings when possible, especially for herd animals, reduces
anxiety and allows animals to remain in familiar company. In
cases where separation is unavoidable, minimizing the
duration and providing visual or auditory contact with

companions can ease distress. Training and preparation of
personnel is central to ethical end-of-life management [3].
Staff must be competent in handling techniques, familiar with
proper equipment and able to recognize behavioral indicators
of distress. Ongoing education ensures that procedures are
performed correctly and consistently, while also reinforcing
awareness of the animals’ welfare needs. Documentation of
protocols and adherence to standard procedures supports
accountability and allows facilities to review practices to
identify areas for improvement [4,5].

Post-procedure care also forms part of ethical management.
In cases where animals are euthanized on site, proper disposal
and hygiene measures prevent unnecessary exposure to other
animals and staff while maintaining safety and sanitation.
Reflective evaluation following the procedure allows staff to
assess both animal experience and operational effectiveness,
helping refine practices for future situations [6-8]. Ethical end-
of-life care also considers the emotional and psychological
aspects for caretakers. Supporting personnel in coping with
decisions and the outcomes of procedures contributes to
consistent and humane practice. Open discussion, mentorship
and professional guidance help maintain a culture that values
animal welfare while balancing operational demands.
Integrating ethical end-of-life considerations into overall
livestock management reinforces broader welfare objectives.
Planning for these events ensures that animals experience
minimal distress throughout their lifespan, from routine care
to the final stage. By prioritizing assessment, handling,
method selection, training and post-procedure review,
managers can achieve humane and responsible outcomes. In
addition, this approach reinforces trust among stakeholders,
including farm workers, veterinarians, regulators and the
wider public, highlighting that livestock are treated with
consideration and care throughout their lives [9-10].
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, ethical end-of-life care in livestock management
requires careful attention to assessment, handling, procedure
execution and post-procedure evaluation. It emphasizes
minimizing distress, maintaining dignity and ensuring that
animals experience as little discomfort as possible. By training
personnel, establishing protocols and maintaining consistent
attention to welfare, livestock managers can responsibly
address the most sensitive aspects of animal care while
upholding humane standards and operational integrity.
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