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Editorial note on effect of irrigated agriculture 
on child nutrition

Editorial Note
The results from the inverse chance weighted regression 
adjustment (IPWRA) calculator recommend that youngsters living 
in irrigating households have, on average, 0.23 normal deviations 
of weight-for-age and zero.27 normal deviations of weight-for-
height above their counterparts; with males and under-five 
youngsters gaining substantial enhancements. Disaggregating 
irrigation by sorts, the results indicate that households planting 
on riverbeds or riverbanks had improved kid nutrition. In 
distinction, youngsters living with households lifting water from 
water sources had higher height-for-age and weight-for-age. 
additional analysis of the underlying pathways suggests that a 
rise in health care funding and improvement in environmental 
quality instead of decreases in malady incidence is also the 
crucial channels. Altogether, the findings show the importance 
of investments in agricultural development, significantly in small-
scale irrigated agriculture technologies, to scale back childhood 
undernutrition. In several low- and middle-income countries, 
reducing undernutrition remains a primary public health goal, 
and this is often a lot of evident within the property Development 
Goals (SDGs), wherever twelve of the seventeen (about 70%) goals 
are associated with nutrition. Globally, undernutrition accounts 
for concerning forty fifth of deaths of under-five youngsters. 
Despite many nutrition-sensitive interventions, undernutrition 
remains disproportionately higher in LMICs. The health effects of 
kid undernutrition are typically irreversible with semipermanent 
consequences. several empirical studies show that undernutrition 
will impair psychological feature and physical development, 
college performance, and labour productivity within the later 
years of their life and St Martin's Day of youngsters are skinny. 
The prevalence of kid undernutrition is even abundant higher 

in rural areas than in urban areas. Investments in agriculture 
are essential to boost food and nutrition security. Agriculture 
employs concerning thirty eighth of the labour force despite 
Ghana's population more and more urbanised, and also the gross 
domestic product (GDP) shares of the agriculture sector sharply 
declined over the last decade. Public investments will improve 
agricultural yield and productivity through data transfer and 
infrastructure growth. In Africa, increasing irrigation technology 
is one among the rural policy goals, and this is often emphasised 
within the recent 2018 Malabo-Montpellier Panel report. 
However, public investments in agriculture stay low in several 
African countries. In Ghana, for example, public agricultural 
expenditure (% GDP) averaged concerning three.3% from 2001 
to 2015, considerably but the ten target of the excellent Africa 
Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) commitment. 
Irrigation will have an effect on health and nutrition outcomes 
through numerous pathways. Poorly designed irrigation, for 
example, will bring adverse impacts on the setting and human 
health through accumulated water-related diseases and water 
contaminations. Irrigation systems increase the supply of water 
for domestic functions wherever multiple-use water systems are 
common; but it may be a supply of domestic water contamination. 
Moreover, it will exacerbate the incidence of waterborne diseases by 
making favourable conditions for disease-vectors like mosquitoes. 
On the one hand, irrigated agriculture may increase productivity, 
production diversity, and food accessibility, that successively 
improve family financial gain and consumption. Relatedly, the 
accumulated financial gain related to irrigation permits households 
to access improved health care services, which might enhance the 
health and nutrition outcomes of family members.

Abstract
In this study, we tend to investigated whether or not irrigated agriculture ends 
up in improved kid nutrition outcomes among farm households in southern 
African nation. victimization panel knowledge collected between 2014 and 
2015, this study seeks to feature to the growing body of literature on the 
determinants of irrigated agriculture adoption, its effects on kid nutrition, and 
also the potential pathways through that irrigation will have an effect on kid 
nutrition outcomes.
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