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DESCRIPTION
Camel pox, a contagious viral disease affecting camels, poses 
a significant threat to the health and productivity of these vi-
tal animals in various regions. Caused by the Camel Pox Virus 
(CMLV), this disease can lead to economic losses, impacting 
livestock industries and the livelihoods of communities de-
pendent on camel husbandry. In this comprehensive article, 
we will explore the various facets of camel pox, including its 
etiology, transmission, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treat-
ment, prevention, and the global implications of this emerging 
viral affliction. Camel pox is caused by the camel pox virus, a 
member of the Orthopoxvirus genus. This genus also includes 
other poxviruses that infect various animals, including vaccin-
ia virus and variola virus, the causative agent of smallpox in 
humans. Camel pox virus shares genetic similarities with other 
poxviruses but exhibits unique characteristics that contribute 
to its host specificity for camels. Camel pox virus primarily in-
fects camels, including both dromedaries (Camelus dromedar-
ius) and Bactrian camels (Camelus bactrianus). While camels 
are the natural hosts, experimental studies have shown that 
the virus can infect other species, including cattle, sheep, and 
goats. However, the severity of the disease and its clinical man-
ifestations can vary among different hosts. The primary mode 
of transmission of camel pox is through direct contact between 
infected and susceptible animals. Close proximity during 
feeding, watering, or other communal activities provides op-
portunities for the virus to spread. Additionally, contact with 
contaminated fomites, such as equipment and bedding, can 
contribute to the transmission of the virus within camel herds. 
Camel pox can also be transmitted through respiratory secre-
tions. Infected animals may release virus-laden droplets into 
the air, which can be inhaled by susceptible individuals in the 
same herd. This respiratory route of transmission can contrib-

ute to the rapid spread of the virus within camel populations, 
particularly in crowded or confined environments. Contaminat-
ed fomites, including clothing, equipment, and vehicles, can 
play a role in the indirect transmission of camel pox. The virus 
can persist in the environment for a certain period, and objects 
contaminated with infected material can serve as vehicles for 
the introduction of the virus to new areas or herds. Proper bi-
osecurity measures are crucial to mitigate the risk of fomite 
transmission. After exposure to the virus, an incubation period 
follows before clinical signs become apparent. The duration of 
the incubation period can vary but generally ranges from a few 
days to a couple of weeks. Affected animals may exhibit na-
sal discharge, conjunctivitis, and, in severe cases, respiratory 
distress. The generalized symptoms contribute to the overall 
debilitation of the infected camel. The severity and distribution 
of the lesions can vary among individual animals. Camel pox, 
caused by the camel pox virus, represents a significant concern 
for camel populations worldwide. With its potential to cause 
economic losses, disrupt traditional practices, and impact the 
livelihoods of communities, camel pox demands attention from 
the veterinary and scientific communities. Ongoing research, 
enhanced surveillance, and collaborative efforts in prevention 
and control are essential to mitigating the impact of camel pox 
on these invaluable animals and the communities that depend 
on them. By unraveling the mysteries of this viral affliction, we 
can work towards securing the health and well-being of camel 
populations globally.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
None.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
None.


