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Abstract

In order to meet changing global healthcare needs and consumer
expectations, healthcare systers are under transforation and
restructuring across the world. In 2002, the Intemational Council of
Nurses (ICN) officially provided a position on Advanced Practice
Nursing (ICN 20083) to meet the need. An advanced practice nurse
(APN) s a nurse with post-graduate education in nursing having
expertise in clinical education, knowledge, skill, scope of practice in
nursing, conplex decision-meking skilk and clinical commpetencies
for expanded nursing practice. Such nurses may practice in either a
specialist or generalist capacity. The two nost frequently recognised
APNs across the globe are Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) and Nurse
Practitioner (NP). The curent session will contribute discussion on
the various conponents of the APN with an intention to pronote a
common vision and to enable a greater understanding by the
intemational nursing and healthcare  communities  for  the
developrrent of APN roles to meet the healthcare needs of individuals
and communities. A brief review perforred to gather the infometion
regarding APN and its various elenments.

Advanced practice nurses are primary and acute care providers.
APRNs have wider scope of authority/accountability/responsibility to
practice such as to diagnose health problens, perform nedical
procedures, order lab testing, counsel patients, coordinate treatrment
plns, and often prescribe medications. Wellprepared APNs can
meet actual and future care needs, both in hospital and primary care
settings. It will reduce unplanned admissions and inprove
conpliance to care. However, the successful implementation of APN
requires support from political organizational, coordination between
nursing councils and nursing educational institutions, cooperation
from the multispecialty hospitak.  Continuous evaluation and
mentoring will definitely help in producing competent APNs as it
ensures in other training progran.
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